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How to Use This Template
This template shows the manuscript structure that can be used in a meta-analysis/systematic review: Abstract, Keywords, Introduction, Methods, Results, Discussion, Declarations and References. Please note that each part has a corresponding style, that authors should follow. “Please note that the fonts in gray show writing requirements”. For any questions, you may contact the editorial office.
Abstract
[Suggestions: No more than 250 words. No citations. Define abbreviations at their first mention.]
Aim: The purpose of this study, i.e., the reason why authors write this manuscript. 
Methods: The detailed methods applied to this study, for example, authors may describe how they compare, summarize or analysis data. 
[bookmark: OLE_LINK4]Results: The main results of this study, including conclusive description, analysis, and comparison with other related research results, etc. 
Conclusion: The conclusion of this study. We suggest that authors may highlight its significance, emphasize the value of this study and state expectation on future studies that may need to be carried out. 
Keywords: Morbidity, Foxp3, transforming growth factor-β1, Helicobacter pylori, DNA, contrast, meta-analysis, Notch
[Please suggest 3-8 keywords which can be used for describing the content of the manuscript and will enable the full text of the manuscript to be searchable online]
INTRODUCTION
The introduction is a beginning section of a manuscript which states the purpose of the study, overviews or summarizes previous findings and progress related to this study, and indicates its significance in this research field. It is generally followed by the body and discussion.
METHODS
In this section, we suggest that authors may set headings and provide all the details of how you conducted your study and what you did for it. In detail, it may contain search strategy, study selection, data extraction, synthesis and analysis, etc. All the information should be given in sufficient detail so that other scholars are able to know more.
Level 2 heading
[e.g., Search strategy]
Level 3 heading
[e.g., Data extraction, synthesis and analysis]
Tips:
· All drugs and chemicals used, including generic name(s), dose(s), and route(s) of administration, should be identified precisely;
· When reporting studies on human beings or animals, authors should strictly follow the Helsinki Declaration (available at http://www.wma.net/en/30publications/10policies/b3/) and other related publishing ethical standards (for more details, please refer to Author Statement) and provide a statement following the format below:
[bookmark: _GoBack]“This study was reviewed and approved by XX (regional/national/institutional or independent Ethics Committee or Review Board or Institutional Animal Care and Use Committee, etc). Authors have obtained informed consents from research participants or their guardians”.
RESULTS
This section shows the main findings of your study. It may contain description of statistics, analysis, summary and comparison with other related research results, etc. Authors may set headings to separate the results of different experiments in this section. Table 1 (other forms: Tables 1 and 2; Tables 1-3), Equation (1) [other forms: Equations (2) and (3); Equations (4-6)] and Figure 1 (other forms: Figure 1A and B; Figure 2A-C; Figures 1 and 2A; Figures 1, 2A and 3-5) show the examples of diagrams. All the tables, equations and figures should be cited in sequence in the main content near to the first time they appear. For supplementary material, authors may cite table, equation and figure like Supplementary Table 1, Supplementary Equation (1) and Supplementary Figure 1. For details, you may refer to Supplementary material template.
Tips:
· Results should be presented in a logical sequence;
· Avoid redundant explanations to all the data from the tables or illustrations.
Table 1. This is a table caption. A summary description of this table should be written here
	Ref.
	Country
	Study type
	Years of study
	Group
	Sample size
	Age

	Boyle et al.[1], 1983
	United States
	Retrospective
	1977-1981
	Control
	540
	[bookmark: OLE_LINK3]54 ± 2*

	
	
	
	
	CKD (mix)
	720
	59 ± 4*

	Tsai et al.[2], 1996
	Taiwan
	Prospective
	1991-1994
	Control
	640
	[bookmark: OLE_LINK2]55.7 ± 16.2#

	
	
	
	
	ESRD
	5658
	64.1 ± 11.4#

	Cheung et al.[3], 2010
	Canada
	Retrospective
	2000-2006
	Control
	850
	67 ± 13

	
	
	
	
	CKD
	250
	71 ± 13

	
	
	
	
	ESRD
	1650
	68 ± 12


This part is footer. *Data expressed as mean ± SEM (standard error of mean), #Data expressed as mean ± SD (standard deviation). CKD: chronic kidney disease; ESRD: end-stage renal disease. This table is cited with permission from Li et al.[1] published in xxx
Table notes:
· Tables should be provided in editable form (image file format is not allowed).
· Non-English words should be avoided.
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Equation note:
· Equations should be provided in editable form (image file format is not allowed).
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Figure 1. We present examples of flow diagram, forest plot and funnel plot in Figure 1A-C. A: description of what the Figure 1A is; B: description of what the Figure 1B is; C: description of what the Figure 1C is. CI: confidence interval; SE: standard error; OR: odds ratio. This figure is quoted with permission from XX et al.[2]
Figure notes:
· It’s highly recommended that authors provide figures in format of TIFF, PSD, AI, or JPEG, with resolution 300-600 dpi.
· Figures should be clearly displayed. Non-English words should be avoided.
· [bookmark: OLE_LINK11][bookmark: OLE_LINK10]If there is a copyright issue, authors should obtain copyright permission for using it. For more details, see Author Statement.
· Authors should pay attention to the protection of patients’ rights, such as privacy and portrait, and obtain signed patient consent from authors before using any personal information of patients. The patient’s portrait with full characters and his/her real name is not allowed for use.
DISCUSSION
In this part, authors should discuss the significance of the study, emphasize its value and state expectation on future studies that may need to be carried out. In details, it may include summary of key findings, strengths and limitations of the study, controversies raised by this study, and future research directions, etc.
Tips:
· [bookmark: OLE_LINK15][bookmark: OLE_LINK14]Avoid redundant explanations to data or other materials given in the Introduction or the Results section.
· Contributors should avoid making statements on economic benefits and costs except for economic data and analyses that serve as an integral part of the manuscript.
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For other types of references, please refer to U.S. National Library of Medicine. 
The journal also recommends that authors prepare references with a bibliography software package, such as EndNote to avoid typing mistakes and duplicated references.
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